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From Principal’s Desk

September: A Month of Learning, Leadership and New Beginnings

“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.” — John 

Dewey

September at Loyola School has been a vibrant month of learning, 

celebration, collaboration and growth. As we journey through the academic 

year, the month brought together opportunities that went far beyond the 

classroom, reminding us that education is truly a holistic process.

We began the month with a special Teachers’ Day Assembly, celebrating 

the dedication and commitment of our teachers. The PTA Football 

Tournament and the LOBA Cricket Tournament strengthened the spirit of 

community, friendship and healthy competition. The IIST Model Rocketry 

Workshop provided our students with an exciting opportunity to explore 

science, innovation and the wonders of space.
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Fr. Dr. Salvin Augustine SJ

Principal

Professional growth remained an important focus with the CISCE 

Professional Development Programme, enabling our teachers to learn, 

reflect and renew their commitment to quality education. L’Spectra, 
involving students from KG to XII, offered a wonderful platform for 
creativity, talent, sustainability and innovation.

The visit of Fr. Dr. S. M. John Kennedy SJ, the Conference Secratary, Jesuit 

Education was another significant moment. His presence and interaction 
with our school community encouraged us to reflect more deeply on our 
Jesuit educational mission and our responsibility towards forming young 

people as men and women for others.

As the First Terminal Examinations began, our students were reminded that 

assessment is not merely about marks, but about discipline, perseverance 

and the continuous pursuit of excellence.

September also brings a moment of transition in our Loyola family. The 

Farewell and Welcome Meeting for Fr. Sunny Thomas SJ and Fr.Dr. Binoy 

SJ reminds us that leadership is a journey of service, with each person 

contributing to the continuing story and mission of our institution.

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from 

you.” — B. B. King

As we look back on September, let us be grateful for every opportunity 

to learn, serve, celebrate and grow together. May the experiences of this 

month continue to inspire us to live our theme of “Excellence through 

Responsibility” and to make Loyola a place where every individual 

discovers the joy of learning and the responsibility of making a difference.
Let us continue to learn, lead and serve—together.
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From Principal’s Desk
�e new LENS magazine from Loyola School is out!

LENS shows what makes our school special - the energy, creativity, and 

teamwork of our students and sta�.

I am so proud to see how far we have come in our journey to become 

better every day.

A big thank you and congratulations to our students and teachers for 

winning prizes and making us proud in so many competitions, both 

inside and outside the school. Our students showed not just talent, but 

also great team spirit.

LENS is a celebration of everything we have achieved together.

Fr. Ramlat Thomas SJ

Principal, Loyola School CBSE
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Fr. Sunny Kunnappallil SJ

As the sun sets on a momentous chapter in the 

history of Loyola Institutions, the atmosphere is 

�lled with deep gratitude, fond memories, and 

quiet reverence. Fr. Sunny Kunnappallil, SJ, who 

recently completed his distinguished term as 

Rector and Manager of both Loyola School and 

Loyola College of Social Sciences, leaves behind 

a legacy de�ned by compassionate mentorship, 

administrative foresight, and an unwavering 

commitment to excellence.

Leading two premier institutions for eight years requires a rare balance of 

academic vision, pastoral care, and administrative acumen. �roughout 

his tenure, Fr. Sunny exempli�ed these qualities e�ortlessly.

Under his stewardship, Loyola continued to be a beacon of holistic 

education, nurturing not just academic high-achievers, but empathetic, 

socially responsible global citizens. Whether navigating complex 

administrative mandates or spearheading campus infrastructure and 

welfare projects, Fr. Sunny approached every challenge with trademark 

composure, clarity, and grace.

While his administrative achievements were vast, Fr. Sunny’s true impact 

lay in the lives he touched personally. To the faculty and sta�, he was a 

supportive leader who empowered educators to innovate and excel. To 

the students, he was an approachable father �gure whose warmth and 

wisdom provided steady guidance in times of uncertainty.

A true leader does not create followers; he creates more leaders. Fr. 

Sunny’s tenure was a re�ection of this leadership and embodied the �nest 

traditions of Ignatian pedagogy, reminding us that education is ultimately 

Footprints of Grace
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Fr. Dr. Binoy Jacob SJ is the new Rector and 

Manager of Loyola Institutions. He holds 

Doctorates in Mathematical Sciences (India) and 

in Systematic �eology (USA). He is a Member 

of the Clavius Group of Mathematicians, USA. 

He is also the Chair of the Task Force for Peace 

and Reconciliation, International Association 

of Jesuit Universities.  

He is the Founder Director of Loyola Institute of 

Peace and International Relations, Kochi. He serves as the Managing 

Editor of Ezhuthu magazine & Pax Lumina, an international bimonthly. 

He is a visiting faculty both in India and abroad.

He is a wonderful educationist and scholar. A warm welcome to LOYOLA 

School. Fr. Dr. Salvin Augustine SJ

Principal

a tool for service, compassion, and human dignity.

At the poignant farewell ceremony held at Loyola School, the community 

gathered to express their heartfelt gratitude. As Fr. Sunny hands over the 

reins to Fr. Dr. Binoy Jacob, SJ, he leaves the institution on immensely 

solid ground - richer in spirit, grounded in values, and poised for future 

growth.

As Fr. Sunny Kunnappallil, SJ embarks on his 

next mission within the Society of Jesus, the 

entire Loyola family salutes his service, prays 

for his health and happiness, and holds close the 

enduring lessons of his exemplary leadership.

�ank you, Fr. Sunny, for being our shepherd, 

guide, and pillar of strength.
Ms Baijayantee Bhattacharya
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In Loving Memory of Ms. Shanthy

She was the gardener’s favourite �ower. At her funeral service, the 

priest reminded us that it is the gardener’s right to pluck his favourite 

�ower from the garden �rst — and perhaps that truth was re�ected 

in her farewell. In her case, the words rang true: she was the most 

beautiful �ower in His garden.

Dear Ms. Shanthy, you were here for humanity, and you taught us a 

valuable lesson: there is no need for loudness when one can touch a 

human life without speaking a single word. You were always gentle 

in character, yet your presence itself was a blessing wrapped in 

quiet love — the same so�, unspoken grace that helped people 

�nd peace, much like the silent prayer you led before every 
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Mr Paul Eugin

class began. Your life, too, was a kind of silence, worth more 

than many pilgrimages.

We still remember walking through the corridors of Loyola together, 

which now echo with the memory of your gentle presence. You will be 

remembered not only as a great teacher, a loving mother, a devoted wife, 

and a cherished daughter, but also as a truly good human being. No one 

can �ll the space you have le� behind, for you carved an indelible place in 

the hearts of every life you touched. You spoke through your smile, a smile 

that lingered long a�er the moment passed, and your quiet dedication will 

continue to inspire us.

Your sudden passing teaches us something life keeps reminding us: to 

accept more, to smile more o�en, and to cherish the time we are given. 

I know I have learned many things from you, just as I am certain many 

others have too. �e qualities that de�ned your character were simple yet 

profound, and endlessly inspiring. You truly were a woman of simplicity, 

�lled with love.

I thank God for giving me the opportunity to work closely with you. No 

one can forget the warmth you shared, the cup of joy you o�ered, and the 

kindness you gave so freely. And so, once again, with heavy hearts, we try 

to console ourselves with the belief that it was God’s right, as the Gardener, 

to pluck His favourite �ower �rst from the garden of life.

Goodbye, Ms. Shanthy, until we meet again.
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A Celebration of Gratitude: Loyola 

Kindergarten Teachers’ Day 2026
This year’s Teachers’ Day celebrations at Loyola Kindergarten unfolded 

as a deeply moving tribute to our educators, beautifully capturing the 

spirit of community, partnership, and heartfelt appreciation.

The festivities commenced on 2 September with a meaningful green 

initiative – Saplings of Gratitude – where teachers were gifted living 

saplings planted directly on the school campus, symbolising the enduring 

growth and care they pour into our children every day. The momentum 

continued into a vibrant assembly filled with thoughtful surprises, 
smoothly set in motion by a gracious welcome speech delivered by parent  

Mrs. Ammu Krishna S. and guided with exceptional elegance and 

confidence by our Master of Ceremonies, parent Mrs. Shilpa N. S.
Our teachers were further delighted with fragrant roses, exquisite bouquets, 
a celebratory cake, and sweet treats distributed across classrooms. The 

day’s events showcased the incredible talents of our young learners, who 

stole our hearts with endearing speeches, a soulful group song, and a lively 

cultural presentation by our aunties. Laughter and cheer echoed through 

the halls as interactive games organised by parent representatives brought 

immense joy to the faculty. The celebrations were seamlessly brought to 
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life through vibrant stage decorations and flawless coordination, making 
every moment unforgettable.

We extend our deepest gratitude to our wonderful Principals,  

Fr. Dr. Salvin Augustine, SJ and Fr. Ramlat Thomas, SJ; Bursar Fr. Jose 

Thaiparambil SJ, KG Coordinator Ms Deepa Harikrishnan, Ms. Aparna S,  
Ms. Reethu P, management and all our dear teachers for their unwavering 

dedication and support. Above all, a heartfelt thank you to every single 

parent representative and family whose time, creativity, generosity, and 

behind-the-scenes support transformed this year’s Teachers’ Day into 

a truly cherished memory. Just like the saplings 

now rooted in our school soil, the bond we share 

continues to grow and flourish.

Mrs Kavitha Rani G U 

(Parent Representative - UKG C)

https://youtu.be/zGSwgT6Vl2s?si=qWbTlVZuQW0eY_kg
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A Day to Celebrate Our Teachers

“A good teacher is like a candle. It consumes itself to light the way for 

others.” 

�e Teachers’ Day celebration at our school on 3 September was indeed 

special, as it highlighted the work, care, and e�ort involved in teaching. 

In every grade, the respective teachers stepped back, and students were 

selected to teach their own classes. As these students stepped into their 

teachers’ shoes, they experienced life as educators. �e school leader, 

Abhinav P.K., assumed the role of Father Principal for the day, while 

other senior cabinet members took on the roles of Registrar and Vice 

Principals. Student volunteers from class XII managed overall school 

discipline.  Students also expressed their love and appreciation towards 

teachers through beautiful handmade cards.

Later in the day, a vibrant assembly was held in the school auditorium, 

designed to honSWour our teachers and provide them with an enjoyable 

experience. �e assembly, hosted by the students of classes IX and XII, 

began with a warm reception of all the teachers and principals by the 

senior students. �e programme featured a fantastic skit by Class IX 

students, along with melodious song renditions and an energy-packed 

dance performance. �is was followed by an interactive segment by the 

class XII students, in which teachers were asked fun and random questions 

to lighten their hearts. �e highlight of the assembly was a beautiful video 

presentation by the seniors, showcasing the importance of teachers in our 
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school lives. As the assembly concluded, joy and happiness were evident 

on the teachers’ faces. 

Following the assembly, was an exciting cricket match between the senior 

students and the teachers, which the latter won. All in all, it was truly 

a memorable day for everyone, reminding us of the unbreakable bond 

between students and teachers. �is celebration rea�rmed just how 

valuable our teachers are. In a world of change, 

they keep us grounded and remind us what it truly 

means to learn. 

Pranav Binu, IX A
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Rocketry Workshop at 

Loyola School
A two-day rocketry workshop conducted by students of the Indian Institute 

of Space Science and Technology (IIST) was held at Loyola School on 

5 and 6 September. The workshop saw enthusiastic participation from 

students of Class VI and above. The event started as the mentors guided and 

taught the students about the basic properties and foundational concepts 

of aerospace engineering, including aerodynamics and Newton’s laws of 

motion. After lunch, the students shifted to hands-on training.

Working in teams, all the students used the knowledge they had learned 

to design a rocket in simulation software called ‘OpenRocket’. Once the 

rocket designs were finalised, construction began using the specialised 
kits provided. By the end of day one, the students had finished the fins 
of their rockets, which help them stay stable in flight. All the excitement 
reached its peak on Day 2: ‘Launch Day’.

On ‘Launch Day’, the students finished their rockets. Each one was unique, 
with its own decals and designs. Some had three fins, while others had 
four. Great names were chosen for each one. 
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Omaansh Raghuvanshi, VII B1

When all the components, including the motor, launch lugs, fins, nose 
cone, ejection charge, and parachute, were finished and assembled, it was 
time to launch. The launches took place one team after another, with each 

team of ten participants launching two rockets.

All the launches went smoothly, with the teams watching with excitement 

as their creations sprang to life and soared high into the sky. After the motors 

had burned out, the ejection charge opened the nose cone, revealing the 

majestic orange parachute. It glided the rocket down to safety before the 

rocket was recovered. The workshop concluded 

with a reflection session, inspiring many young 
minds to explore careers in space science. The 

event successfully achieved its goal of bridging 

the gap between classroom learning and practical 

engineering.
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When Fathers Lace Up:
�e Inaugural Loyola Parents Football League 

The inaugural Loyola Parents Football League (PFL 2026) kicked off 
on Saturday, 5 September 2026, on the newly laid turf at Loyola School, 

Sreekariyam. Organised under the PTA Community Engagement 

Programme 2026–27, the tournament brought together 90 parents across 

six squads, celebrating family involvement and community spirit in school 
life. Decathlon, GG Hospital, Fiesta Events & Gifts, Geojit, and Mirae 
Asset Sharekhan have partnered with PFL 2026 in support of wellness, 

family engagement, and social enrichment.

The ceremonial kick-off took place in the presence of Fr. Dr. Salvin 
Augustine, SJ, Director and Principal; Fr Ramlat Thomas, SJ, Principal, 

CBSE Section; Fr Jose Thaiparambil, SJ, Bursar; Ms Dhanya Krishna 

Kumar, PTA President; and Mr Praveen Kumar Parambath, PTA Vice 

President.

The opening ceremony was followed by an energetic performance by 

the Loyola Boys Live Band, which set the tone for an afternoon of 

football and fun. Adding to the excitement was the witty, no-holds-barred 

commentary by the students over the loudspeakers. Fathers were good-

naturedly roasted for their dramatic slide tackles and breathless sprints, 

keeping the spectators entertained throughout the opening fixture.

The matchday canteen was another highlight, with hot, homemade cutlets 

prepared by the school mothers proving popular with the crowd. In keeping 

with the spirit of the occasion, attendees also demonstrated true Loyolite 

values by ensuring that the campus remained clean and litter-free.

Six parent squads are competing for a bespoke championship shield 
featuring precision-cut crystal glass mounted on a black base, the motto 

Magis, an embedded golden football, and the engraving “Play – Unite 
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- Give.” The participating teams are Lites United FC, captained by Dan 

Jacob; Loyola Guardianz FC, captained by Santhosh; Spartans FC, 

captained by Ratheesh; Daring Dads FC, captained by Muralikrishnan 

BT; Titans FC, captained by Dr Muhammed Sanoop; and Dads United 

FC, captained by Sarath PA.

The tournament began at 3:40 p.m., with Spartans FC taking on Daring 

Dads FC in the opening match. Despite resilient play from Daring Dads, 

Spartans FC capitalised on key transitional opportunities to secure a 2–0 

victory and claim the opening two points. With matches scheduled every 

weekend, the tournament will continue through September, culminating 

in the much-anticipated Grand Finale on Saturday, 10 October 2026.

Praveen Kumar Parambath 

PTA Vice President, Loyola School
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L’ SPECTRA 2026 (KG Section)– IGNITING 

YOUNG MINDS THROUGH SCIENCE

Loyola School, Kindergarten proudly hosted L’ Spectra Science Exhibition 

2026 on 11 September at the Xavier Building, bringing together our 

enthusiastic young learners from LKG to UKG. The exhibition was a 

vibrant celebration of curiosity, creativity, exploration and the joy of 

learning. The exhibition was inaugurated by Ms Anjali Bhavana IPS, 

Commandant, Kerala Armed Women Police Battalion. Her gracious 
presence added significance to the occasion and inspired our young 
learners.

The young scientists presented a variety of simple, colourful, and innovative 

exhibits based on concepts related to their everyday experiences. With 

great excitement, they explained their models, demonstrated activities 

and shared what they had learned with parents, teachers and visitors. 

The exhibition provided the children with a wonderful opportunity to 

learn through observation and hands-on experiences. It also helped 

develop their confidence, communication skills, creativity, teamwork 
and ability to express their ideas. The enthusiasm of the little ones was 

truly remarkable. Their confident explanations and eager participation 
reflected the encouragement and guidance provided by their teachers and 
the continuous support of their parents.

L’ Spectra 2026 was more than a science exhibition; it was a platform 

where young minds were encouraged to question, 
explore, discover, and create. The event beautifully 

showcased that scientific curiosity can begin at 
a very young age. The smiles, excitement and 

confidence of our little scientists made the event a 
memorable and enriching experience for the entire 

Loyola community. Ms Rajasree P
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Curiosity Meets Creativity: 

L’SPECTRA 2026
L’Spectra 2026 was held on 11 September 2026 at the Indoor Stadium, 

bringing together scientific curiosity, creativity, and innovation in a vibrant 
celebration of student learning. The exhibition provided students with a 

dynamic platform to transform ideas into practical models and demonstrate 

their ability to apply scientific principles to real-world challenges.

The inaugural ceremony was graced by Ms. Anjali Bhavana, IPS, 

Commandant, Kerala Armed Women Police Battalion, as the Chief Guest. 

The occasion was further honoured by the presence of our Principals, Fr. Dr. 

Salvin Augustine, SJ and Fr. Ramlat Thomas, SJ and other distinguished 

dignitaries.

A striking feature of the exhibition was the originality and hands-on nature 

of the student projects. Working robots, student-developed applications, 

and innovative time-and-distance measuring systems were among the 

notable exhibits. Several projects also offered visitors opportunities for 
direct interaction, making science not merely something to observe, but 

something to experience and explore. These projects demonstrated how 

experiential learning can inspire young minds to look beyond textbooks 

and explore how science and technology can address practical problems.
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With enthusiastic participation from students, 

teachers, and parents, L’Spectra 2026 became 

a memorable celebration of young talent and a 

spirit of inquiry.

Advaith Krishnan, VIII B1
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Where Memories Met the Turf: 

A Day of Cricket at Loyola
Some places never really leave us. We may grow older, move to different 
cities, build careers and families, but the moment we walk through the 

familiar gates of our school, something from the past comes alive again. 

That is exactly what happened at Loyola School on 12 September, as 

LOBA (Loyola Old Batches Association) brought alumni together once 

again on the school grounds, which echoed with the sound of cricket, 

laughter, friendly banter, and memories. For many of us, returning to 

Loyola brought back memories of a very different time – school uniforms, 
morning assemblies, hurried lunches, second trips, friendships forged in 

classrooms and, of course, countless hours spent playing cricket. The 

years may have passed, but the competitive spirit clearly hadn’t. 

Adding a special touch to the occasion was the school’s newly laid turf, 

which provided the perfect setting for the tournament. For the old boys, 

stepping onto a new cricket surface in the very school where they had 

once played was a reminder of how much things have changed and yet 

how much has remained the same. The new turf seemed to bridge two 

generations: those who once played cricket at Loyola as students and 

those whose children are now creating their own memories on the same 

campus.

From the first ball to the last, it was a day that demanded more than just 
cricketing skills. Under the hot, sweltering sun, four teams comprising 

Loyola old boys and a few proud parents of students currently studying 

at the school – Travancore Titans, Grey Wolves, OM Trivians and Royal 

Deccan Tuskers – battled it out on the new turf, carrying tired legs, fading 

energy and perhaps a few creaking joints. None of that seemed to matter, 

though. Over the course of the day, boundaries were cheered, wickets 

celebrated, catches dropped, chances missed, and fortunes changed 
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with almost every over. There were moments of brilliance, moments of 

disbelief and, inevitably, those familiar cricketing debates that only old 

friends can have, usually with a straight face and a completely different 
version of what actually happened. 

Yet beneath the competition was something far more charming. As the 

players toiled through the heat, there was a sense that time had quietly 
turned back the clock. The men who had once raced across these grounds 

as schoolboys were once again chasing balls, calling for singles and 

celebrating wickets with the enthusiasm of their younger selves. Four 

teams fought, stumbled, rallied and fought again, until only two remained 

standing. They had earned their places in the final the hard way through 
sweat, determination, camaraderie and perhaps a little stubborn refusal to 

give in. And as the afternoon heat slowly gave way to the anticipation of 

the evening, the stage was set for one last battle.

The concluding match produced exactly the kind of contest everyone had 

hoped for closely fought, competitive and filled with moments that kept 
the players and spectators on the edge of their seats. At the heart of the 

winning effort were two contrasting personalities who complemented 
each other beautifully. There was Aashique (Batch of 2014), whose 
energy and fearless approach brought urgency and spark to his team’s 
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campaign. Alongside him was Pradeep Suthan (Batch of 1985), who 

brought a completely different quality to the contest: calmness, experience 
and level-headedness, providing his team with the composure and focus 

needed when the pressure mounted. The final six to win the closely fought 
final with only three balls and three wickets left was a fitting climax to the 
daylong event. 

What made the day special was that the scorecard, and even the fact that 

OM Trivians won the trophy by defeating Grey Wolves, told only a small 

part of the story. As the winning team celebrated, there was perhaps a 

feeling shared by everyone present: we may have come back to play 

cricket, but we also came back to find a little bit of ourselves. For the old 
boys, it was an opportunity to return to a place that 

had shaped their formative years. For the parents, 

it was a chance to become part of the Loyola 

community in a different way. And for the school, 
it was a wonderful reminder that its relationship 

with its students doesn’t end when they walk out 

through the gates after their final year.
Angelo Dcruz 

(2001 batch)
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A Memorable Visit by 

Fr. Dr. S. M. John Kennedy SJ
On 16th August, the students of Loyola School gathered to welcome 

the distinguished presence of Fr. Dr. S. M. John Kennedy, SJ, National 

Conference Secretary of the Jesuit Educational Association (JEA). 

The programme began at 9:30 a.m. with the arrival of the chief guest, 

accompanied by Principal Fr. Dr. Salvin Augustine, SJ; CBSE Principal 

Fr. Ramlat Thomas, SJ, the school band and the NCC cadets. The school 

choir set a peaceful tone for the event with their melodious performance.

The formal proceedings commenced with a welcome speech delivered by 

Gautham Abhilash of X B, followed by the reading of the Preamble of the 

Indian Constitution by Ishan Sajeev. Thereafter, the esteemed chief guest 

addressed the gathering, sharing his valuable insights on Jesuit education, 

current challenges, and broader perspectives. His words inspired the 
students, who then had the wonderful opportunity to ask questions and 
engage in meaningful dialogue, expanding their minds and clarifying their 

doubts. The programme continued with a captivating musical presentation 

by Neerad R. of VIII C and Srihari P. R of VI D , which entertained the 

audience.
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As the event drew to a close, Haifa RafÏ of XII 
C1 proposed the vote of thanks. The programme 

concluded with the singing of the School Anthem, 

bringing together all Loyolites in a spirit of unity 

and harmony.

Aliya M S, XI C1
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Fostering Inquiry and Thinking in Fostering Inquiry and Thinking in 

Middle Stage Classrooms – A Two‑Day Middle Stage Classrooms – A Two‑Day 

Training ProgrammeTraining Programme
A two day training programme on Building Thinking and Inquiry Oriented 
Classrooms in the Middle Stage was organised by the Council for the 

Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE) on 8 and 9 September 
2026 at Loyola School. Thirty teachers from different schools across 
Kerala participated in this workshop.

The resource person for both days was Mr. Aravind Sekhar, a CENTA 

Master Trainer and educator with nearly eight years of experience in 

teaching and teacher training across diverse educational contexts and 

learning environments.

The workshop was highly interactive and focused on creating classrooms 

where students think, question, and discover answers instead of merely 
memorising facts. It encouraged teachers to use inquiry-based questions, 
group discussions, real-life examples, and engaging activities to foster 

critical and creative thinking skills in the classroom.

The training also emphasised active student participation, effective teacher 
probing questions and formative assessment as essential strategies for 
making learning more meaningful and engaging. Overall, the sessions 

were engaging, informative and provided valuable 

insights into fostering thinking and inquiry-oriented 
classrooms.

Aysha K P 
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Raj Subramaniam, President and Chief Executive 

O�cer of FedEx Corporation, to Receive Appeal of 

Conscience Award at 61st Annual Gala in New York

Mr Raj Subramaniam

Ex Loyolite, 1981 ICSE batch

From Loyola to the WorldFrom Loyola to the World
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